[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



Chatswood Hills Chaplaincy 

Chaplaincy Services provide spiritual, ethical, and personal support to school communities.  SU Qld Chaplains provide positive adult role models for students.  Chaplains are present in schools at the invitation of the Principal, in consultation with the local community, and with the support of the P&C Association.
What does a School Chaplain do?

A School Chaplain is a safe person for young people to connect with at school and provides a listening ear, caring presence, and a message of hope.  Chaplains run positive, fun activities for students and assist in fostering supportive, caring school communities.
Working with other members of the school’s support team, the Chaplain cares for students struggling with issues such as difficult relationships with other children or family members, poor self-esteem, family breakdown, and depression.
The partnership between the school and the Chaplaincy Services, supported by local churches, businesses and community organisations, provides a network of local support and assistance.  These positive relationships help young people to face difficult issues, and provide hope, connection, meaning and purpose.
The Chaplaincy Service is available to everyone in the school community regardless of their religious beliefs.
Who is the Chaplain at Chatswood Hills State School?
Hi from Chappy Karen
I commenced as Chaplain at Chatswood Hills State School in September 2012 and this year I am in the school on Mondays and Thursdays.

My past experiences include the privilege of working for Education Queensland as a classroom teacher and then a learning support teacher for many years.  I have worked in large schools, small schools, country schools and city schools. I have travelled by car, foot, bus, ferry and on one occasion even a helicopter to get to school. At various times over the years, I have assisted with the running of youth groups, kids clubs and camps. 
I am married to “Mr Wonderful” with three beautiful children, a cat, a guinea pig, and a fish. All of whom, contribute to a rich and colourful life.  I enjoy reading, swimming, going to the beach and spending time with family and friends. 

I am passionate about the social, emotional and spiritual well-being of students, parents, staff and the wider community at Chatswood Hills.  Don’t hesitate to drop in and say hi or make an appointment by phoning the school office.  

I consider it an honour to journey with the young people of this school and to be part of a team who help students reach their full potential. 
Chaplaincy Program for Chatswood Hills State School in 2013?

During 2013, Chappy Karen, will assist in classrooms, run programmes that help students develop social skills, life skills and run a lunchtime interest club.  
Will my child be involved?

Involvement with the Chaplain is entirely voluntary and students choose whether or not they want to be a part of the activities that are offered.  Parents will be consulted if their child wishes to be involved in ongoing one-to-one meetings with the Chaplain or in any programme or group involving spiritual or ethical content.  Parents have the right to refuse permission for their child to be involved in any Chaplaincy activity or event.
How can I contact the Chaplain?

Chappy Karen will be on site at Chatswood Hills State School on Mondays and Thursdays throughout 2013. If you would like to meet with her please contact the school office on 34892222.
Page 1 of 2

